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                                                              April 2, 2019 

 

To: The Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 

 The Honorable Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair 

 Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 

 

From: Aphirak Bamrungruan, Executive Director 

 

Subject: GM 675 - Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Language Access 

Advisory Council, Gubernatorial Nominee, VALENTINA YAROVAYA, for a 

term to expire 06-30-2020. 

 

Hearing: Friday, April 5, 2019, 9:30 AM 

    Conference Room 229, State Capitol 
 

 

Agency’s Position:  The Office of Language Access (OLA) strongly supports the nomination of 

Ms. Valentina Yarovaya to the Language Access Advisory Council (LAAC) to fill the seat of 

“one member-at-large,” pursuant to Hawaii Revised Statutes Chapter 321C-7(a) (14) for a term 

to expire June 30, 2020. 

 

Purpose and Justification:  The purpose is for the consideration and confirmation of the LAAC 

Gubernatorial Nominee, Ms. Valentina Yarovaya.  

 

The mission of OLA is to address the language access needs of Limited English 

Proficient (LEP) persons and ensure their meaningful access to services, programs, and activities 

offered by the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of state government, including 

departments, offices, commissions, boards, and other state-funded agencies.  OLA provides 

oversight, central coordination, and technical assistance to state agencies in their implementation 

of language access obligations – a civil right under both state and federal law. 

 

The LAAC assists the Executive Director of OLA by providing input on implementation 

and compliance with Hawaii’s language access laws and on the quality of oral and written 

language services provided under the law. The LAAC also offers feedback on a state agency’s or 

covered entity’s training of its employees who are likely to have contact with LEP persons; its 

policies and procedures for language services; its competency in working effectively with 



Testimony for GM 675 Gubernatorial Nominee Ms. Valentina Yarovaya 

April 2, 2019 

Page 2 

 

 

interpreters and translators; and its understanding of the dynamics of language services between 

clients, providers, and interpreters.  

 

Ms. Yarovaya hold a Master of Science degrees in Special Education and in Bilingual 

Education as well as years of experience teaching children and adults with disability and 

promoting accessibility guidelines of the American with Disabilities Act.  She also assisted 

access to programs and services for student’s parents with limited English proficiency.  Ms. 

Yarovaya retired from being a Special Education Teacher at Stevenson Middle School, Honolulu, 

Hawaii, where she taught total communication class for deaf and hard of hearing students as well 

as special education students.     

 

Ms. Yarovaya’s desire to serve on the LAAC, as well as her employment background and 

bilingual skill make her a suitable candidate for the council.  Therefore, OLA respectfully 

requests your favorable consideration in confirming the appointment of Ms. Valentina Yarovaya 

to the LAAC.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this letter of support. 

 



Galina Avakiants 
11, chemin de Pont-Céard 
 1290 Versoix 
 
 
         Geneva,  April, 3rd, 2019 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
 
I am  writing this letter to recommend Mrs.Valentina Yarovaya for Language Assess 
Advisory Council. 
 I have known  Mrs Yarovaya as a friend for several  years. 
 She has a most likable personality, inexhaustible energy, a great ability to work as a 
member of a team and a delicious sense of humour. 
I also had an opportunity to  observe her in communication  with a limited adolescent 
and his parents. 
 Her professionalism, tact and highly efficient recommendations have impressed me 
very much. 
She is a passionate and devoted specialist  in her domain. 
 
 There is no doubt  Mrs. Yarovaya will be an excellent addition  to Language Assess 
Advisory Council Helping English limited people too get information, resources and 
services. 
 
 Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
 Galina Avakiants,  MA , MBA, social anthropologist 
 
 Cell ph: +41793631297 
e-mail: gavakiants@bluewin.ch 
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